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Professional Profile
Activist-scholar with a commitment to using scholarship and theory to empower people of all identities and disciplines. Experienced with research in the humanities and social sciences, teaching and coaching high school- and college-aged students in both verbal and written communication, engaging in public scholarship, and synthesizing disparate theoretical frameworks and genres.
Education
Master of Arts, English (Media, Cinema, and Digital Studies) – University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee – expected conferral May 2025
· GPA: N/A (currently enrolled in first semester)
Bachelor of Arts, English – University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh – December 2022
· Cumulative GPA: 3.975
· Department GPA: 3.97
· Minors in Spanish and Social Justice
· Certificates in LGBTQ+ Studies and Global Scholarship
· Honors College graduate
High School Diploma – West Bend West High School – May 2019
· Advanced Placement Scholar with Distinction
· Cumulative GPA: 3.67
· Engaged with extracurriculars, annual event planning, and National History Day (2018) competition
Courses Taught
· ENG 102: College Writing and Research, UW-Milwaukee, Fall 2023 (two sections)
Areas of Interest
· Horror film
· Fanfiction and fan studies
· Queer, trans, and feminist theory, particularly transfeminism
· Alternative music scenes, particularly hyperpop and hardcore
· Queer and trans expression through music
· Theories of authority, primacy, originality, and naturality
· Contemporary African American literature and cinema
· Concurrent constructions of race, gender, and sexuality in the United States
· Filmic portrayals of gore and body horror, and audience responses to such images
Awards and Scholarships
· UW-Milwaukee Chancellor Graduate Student Award, 2023
· UW-Oshkosh Dean’s List, Fall 2019, Spring 2020, Fall 2020, Spring 2021, Fall 2021, Spring 2022, Fall 2022
· UW-Oshkosh Outstanding Queer Student Leader Award, 2022
· Doug and Carla Salmon Foundation Scholarship, 2020, 2021, 2022
· Muriel A. Hawkins Legacy Scholarship, 2021
· Daniel W. Raaf Scholarship, 2021
· ArtsCore Promise Scholarship for Titan Teachers, 2021
· Charlotte A. Nooe Memorial Creative Writing Scholarship, 2020. Awarded for second place prize-winning short story, “Drink, Ye Tarriers, Drink!”
· Harvey Milk Scholarship, 2020
· Richard Sieg Education Scholarship, 2020
· Jean Erdman and Thomas J. King Scholarship, 2020
· Pride Scholarship for LGBTQIA+ Activism, 2020
· David R. Barnes Scholarship, 2020
· UW-Oshkosh Residence Life Access to Excellence Scholarship, 2019
· UW-Oshkosh LGBTQ+ Scholarship, 2019
· Pagelow Family Scholarship, 2019
Publications
· “‘The Enormity of My Desire Disgusts Me:’ The Male Gaze and Queer Monstrousness in The Lighthouse.” Published following doubly-anonymous review. Oshkosh Scholar, volume XVI, 2021
General Career Summary
UW-Milwaukee Department of English			               August 2023–Present
Milwaukee, WI
Teaching Assistant
I currently serve as the instructor for two sections of ENG 102: College Writing and Research at UW-Milwaukee. In this role, I collaborate closely with others in the first-year composition program to create materials and lesson plans centered around rhetoric and broadly transferable writing skills.
 
Accomplishments
· Creates and modifies accessible, student-centered course materials
· Provides personable, culturally and emotionally cognizant, nonpunitive instruction to make all students feel welcome and prepared to succeed
· Adapts quickly to changes in classroom climate and student needs, working alongside Dean of Students office and others to provide resources for students

UW-Oshkosh Writing Center						August 2020–May 2023
Oshkosh, WI
Writing Coach, Administrative Assistant
My role as a Writing Coach allowed me to provide students at UW-Oshkosh with feedback on their writing via both synchronous meetings and asynchronous video recordings. In addition, I participated in Writing Center outreach and improvement initiatives such as creating a social media presence and improving Writing Coach trainings. Upon graduating from UW-Oshkosh, I continued working for the Writing Center as an Administrative Assistant. In this second role, I provided on-call support to Writing Coaches, completed office tasks such as scheduling and email, created coaching materials such as metacognition and inclusive language training, and provided feedback to improve the first-year writing program at UW-Oshkosh.
 
Accomplishments
· Facilitated continued development of first-year and developmental writers by discussing assignments and practicing vital reading and writing skills weekly, motivating and challenging peers to develop their thinking and writing
· Assisted with various writing projects, including academic applications, literary analysis, laboratory reports, and creative writing
· Adapted to changing Writing Center modalities such as online and group sessions and conducted research regarding pedagogy and student learning
· Developed training materials for new employees, created promotional material and social media posts for the Writing Center, and represented the Center at several campus events focused on outreach and student resources
· Provided both peer and mentor support for Writing Coaches and acquainted new Coaches with Writing Center layout, procedures, and culture
· Analyzed survey data from hundreds of students to improve Writing Center services, particularly instruction within first-year writing program
UW-Oshkosh Whitburn Center			                         January 2023–May 2023
Oshkosh, WI
Research Specialist
The Whitburn Center at UW-Oshkosh has partnered with the Winnebago County Public Health Department to gather data regarding rider satisfaction, financial impact, equity, and overall feedback surrounding Oshkosh public transit services for K12 students. As a Research Specialist, I conduct surveys and focus groups, attend trainings regarding qualitative data research, and share my findings to assist in the improvement of these transit services.
 
Accomplishments
· Develops survey and focus group questions, attends stakeholder meetings and community presentations, and conducts surveys and listening sessions throughout Oshkosh community to gather qualitative data about Oshkosh student transit
· Analyzes and communicates findings via reports and presentations directed at schools, city staff, elected officials, and funders
· Attends trainings and workshops to further develop qualitative research skills, including attention to issues of equity and diversity, usefulness of data, and clarity of purpose

UW-Oshkosh Department of Political Science			October 2022–May 2023
Oshkosh, WI
Research Assistant
I assist Dr. Amber Lusvardi from the Department of Political Science in her research regarding anti-trans legislation and the strategies by which state legislatures subtly suppress trans activism. I conduct independent research into trans issue legislation, queer theory, and political theory, and I code the language and strategies of exclusion being employed in committee hearings for anti-trans bills in the Arkansas and Alabama state legislatures.
 
Accomplishments
· Engages critically with public debates surrounding transgender issues, noting discursive and spatial tactics employed to suppress trans expression during legislative processes
· Synthesizes queer and political theory to produce more robust understandings of origins of anti-trans rhetoric and how activists work to dismantle such rhetoric
· Compiles information on anti-trans legislation within and beyond Arkansas and Alabama to produce a comprehensive database of anti-trans legislation introduced since 2017
UW-Oshkosh Office of International Education		September 2022–December 2022
Oshkosh, WI
Head Coach
I was the Head Coach for UW-Oshkosh’s Virtual Global Exchange program, a recurring online video meeting through which students from UW-Oshkosh met students from China’s Hunan Normal University and discussed topics ranging from healthcare to pets to the types of music and fashion that are popular in each country. During the Fall 2022 semester, I oversaw the program’s coaches, communicated with participants, and made behind-the-scenes improvements to the structure of the VGE program.
 
Accomplishments
· Advised VGE coaches as they developed lesson plans and presentations on cultural topics to discuss with Chinese and American program participants
· Developed and facilitated trainings for new coaches
· Observed and provided feedback on each VGE session to maximize student engagement, linguistic accessibility, and cultural competency
· Communicated regularly with program participants, coaches, and partners to make improvements to VGE program for future semesters
UW-Oshkosh LGBTQ+ Resource Center			September 2021–December 2022
Oshkosh, WI  
Student Project Coordinator, LGBTQ+ Student Lead
I served as the LGBTQ+ Resource Center’s Student Project Coordinator for several months and was then promoted to the role of LGBTQ+ Student Lead. In both roles, I was responsible for improving existing programs and increasing our Center’s visibility on campus as well as pitching ideas for new programs and events that serve the needs of queer and trans students.
 
Accomplishments
· Conceived new program and event ideas to submit to LGBTQ+ Resource Center director and collaborated with other staff in rolling out new programs
· Fostered inclusive and welcoming environment in LGBTQ+ Resource Center by greeting visitors, answering telephone and email, responding to visitors’ questions and feedback, and providing students with information about queer identities, events, and resources on campus
· Created advertisements and informative handouts for LGBTQ+ Resource Center events and campaigns to deepen campus community’s understanding of queer history and lived experiences
· Participated in planning and workshop delivery for 2022 TransAction Conference, co-presenting a research and personal narrative project focusing on best practices in transgender, nonbinary, and gender diverse mental health care
· Led initiative to revitalize LGBTQ+ Alumni Mentor Program, connecting current students with alumni to aid them in career- and identity-related goals
UW-Oshkosh Office of International Education		March 2022–July 2022
Oshkosh, WI
Intercultural Communication Coach, ESG Investing Coach
In these two roles, I met with college students from China to discuss similarities and differences in daily life between China and the United States as well as with high school students from South Korea to discuss environmental, social, and corporate governance-focused investing. I developed thorough lesson plans, presentations, discussion questions, and hands-on activities to teach students about ESG and cultural topics and help them discuss complex ideas with one another.
 
Accomplishments
· Studied ESG investing to ensure delivery of accurate and interesting information to students
· Developed lesson plans and visual presentations on a range of ESG-related topics
· Led students from Hunan Normal University in discussion, answering questions students had about American life and English grammar and encouraging exchange and analysis of Chinese and American ideals and norms
· Fostered active and respectful discussion of topics among students and empowered them to build confidence and linguistic competence when communicating their ideas as non-native speakers of English
UW-Oshkosh LGBTQ+ Resource Center		         	  September 2020–December 2020
Oshkosh, WI
Intern
During my time as an intern, I became more involved in the campus LGBTQ+ community and, in doing so, grew in my own queer identity. I researched LGBTQ+ history and popular culture to develop content for our Queer Game Show series, contributed to committees focused on improving campus climate, and fostered a welcoming space in the Center.
 
Accomplishments
· Connected multiple visitors to programs and resources, answered visitor questions, maintained clean and socially-distanced space, and answered telephone daily
· Developed and hosted a variety of Queer Game Show and Queer and Trans in the Workplace events
· Contributed original ideas and initiated planning for new panels on polyamory and studying abroad while LGBTQ+ as well as a webpage on LGBTQ+ travel advice
· Hosted live streams for events and outreach efforts, such as post-election unwind event and programs detailed above
· Participated in LGBTQ+ Advisory Board to improve LGBTQ+ resources and programming
· Contributed to TransAction Week Planning Committee to prepare empowering content for 2021 and 2022 TransAction Week conferences and ensure that conferences were accessible and worthwhile for students
Selected Research Experience
· “Colossal Misreadings: Fascist Aesthetics and the Politics of Attack on Titan,” 2022
· “‘Straight’ Nonbinary Riot Grrrls: My Chemical Romance as a Feminist Punk Projekt,” 2022
· “Transing the Queer Fanwork: Supernatural Fanfiction and Trans* Representation,” 2022 [Honors thesis]
· “‘The Enormity of My Desire Disgusts Me:’ The Male Gaze and Queer Monstrousness in The Lighthouse,” 2021 [Published in Oshkosh Scholar, volume XVI]
· “Sweet Rough Men and Women with Dreams: Gender Fluidity, Domestic Production, and Public Involvement in The Color Purple and The Beautiful Struggle,” 2021
· “Negotiations of Identity and Marginalization in American Immigrant Hip-Hop,” 2021
· “Phantoms of Power: Exposing Conditional Male Privilege in Giovanni’s Room and An Unkindness of Ghosts,” 2021
· “‘She just can’t make up her mind what bed to sleep in’: Gayness, Bisexuality, and ‘Playing Straight’ in Giovanni’s Room,” 2020
· “Generational Trauma as Identity Creation in Sharp Objects,” 2020
Global Experience
· Employment at the UW-Oshkosh Office of International Education
· Regularly participates in and facilitates globally-focused cultural exchange programs and discussions between young people of diverse national and ethnic backgrounds
· Engages non-native speakers of English with complex cultural, economic, and environmental concepts while remaining approachable and easy to understand
· UW-Oshkosh study abroad experience — England and Scotland (London, Edinburgh, Cambridge), 2022
· Adapted to unfamiliar and fast-paced environments and confidently approached cultural and linguistic differences in foreign Anglophone regions
· Developed writing skills by writing in-depth critiques of art and drama following immersive experiences at museums and historical theaters
· UW-Oshkosh study abroad experience — Salamanca, Spain (additionally: Toledo, Madrid, Avila, Segovia), 2022
· Practiced intermediate Spanish daily in classroom and in public
· Engaged in cultural exchange and worked to more deeply consider how knowledge of Spanish history, art, and culture might inform my study of literature
· Achieved a grade of sobresaliente+ (A+) in grammar, composition, and conversation courses taken at Universidad de Salamanca
· UW-Oshkosh Global Scholar certificate program
· Completed several courses with global curriculum across disciplines of Social Justice, History, and Spanish
· Deepened knowledge of issues related to globalization, colonialism, and attempts to achieve global social justice and foster equitable cultural and economic exchange
· Completed an ePortfolio project documenting my experience traveling to Spain: https://adriankhanrahan.wixsite.com/globalscholar
Presentations, Panels, and Video Essays
· “Colossal Misreadings: Fascist Aesthetics and the Politics of Attack on Titan,” 2022 [Video essay]
· “Transing the Queer Fanwork: Supernatural Fanfiction and Trans* Representation,” UW-Oshkosh Honors Thesis Symposium, 2022
· TransAction Conference: Trans Mental Health Care, 2022
· TSAFE Trainings, 2021–2022
· Trans Representation in Media Panel, 2021
· WiSys LGBTQ+ Student Feedback Panel, 2021
Activities and Leadership
· UW-Oshkosh TSAFE Revision Committee, 2021–2022
· Produced new materials for and streamlined focus of TSAFE, UW-Oshkosh’s transgender diversity and sensitivity training
· Reached out to fellow trans and nonbinary people at UW-Oshkosh to share student perspectives on why TSAFE is needed, how TSAFE can better serve students, and what trans equity looks like to trans people
· Rewrote definitions for terminology in TSAFE manual to more inclusively and accurately reflect most common and up-to-date understandings of trans and nonbinary terminology as defined by trans and nonbinary folks
· UW-Oshkosh TransAction Week Planning Committee, 2020–2022
· Produced original research, personal narratives, and visual content on topic of trans and nonbinary-competent mental health care, later presented at 2022 TransAction Conference
· Assisted other presenters and panelists in creation of Transaction Conference content and materials
· Developed programming and social media content for TransAction Week to engage campus community in conversation about trans activism, leadership, and wellness
· Contacted potential speakers and community sponsors to ensure success of TransAction Conference
· UW-Oshkosh LGBTQ+ Advisory Board and LGBTQ+ Leadership Breakfasts, 2020–2022
· Met regularly with other campus LGBTQ+ leaders to improve UW-Oshkosh’s service to queer and trans students; build community; produce effective strategies for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion funding and staffing; and discuss upcoming programming from LGBTQ+ Resource Center
· Served as LGBTQ+ Student Representative to voice undergraduate perspectives and concerns regarding campus climate, LGBTQ+ Resource Center programming, and access to resources in Oshkosh
· UW-Oshkosh Search and Screen Committees, 2021
· Participated in search and screen committees to hire new Program Specialist at Writing Center and new Coordinator for Racially and Ethnically Minoritized LGBTQ+ Students at LGBTQ+ Resource Center
· Evaluated applications, ensured equity, and worked collaboratively with committee to rank applicants while upholding equal opportunity and confidentiality standards
