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IN THIS ISSUE.-.e.

TELEGRAM/WHAT'S THE WORD? A letter from our
poetry editor, Peter Burzyfiski, who is currently in Slovakia. Can we say
we kave a Q0 office in Slovakia now? I think 5o. Plus a bit about “hygge,”
this issue’s cozy theme.

10 REASONS WHY TOM HANKS SHOULD

ATTEND QWERTYFEST MKE ‘24 Vs, we've invited Tom 3
Hanks to QOWERTYFEST MKE. Molly Snyder made a tailor-made list of
compelling reasons to join us. The first round is on us, Tom!

MY TYPE Bedéy Franzel tells us about two travel companions— her
trusty Hermes name Uncle Baby Billy and old death, the Grim Reaper.

POETRY Poems ? Kristen Tetzmann, Franklin K.R. Cline,
Sean Enfield, Ana Boz,

Zicevic.
HYGGE RECIPES We celebrate all forms of writing and
thought this issue was perfect for getting some warm, delicious reci-
pes to try out in the cold winter days. Local food/ drink writers Fea-
nette ]3 , Frenchie Renard, ryn Conrad, and Christina Ward
dig into recipes and thoughts on drinks, soup, dinner, and dessert.

WRDSMTH STREET ARTIST DREAMS BIG
WITH INSPIRING TYPEWRITER MURALS Moll
Snyder talks to LA-based artist Phil Brody aka WRDSMTH wé
has created inspiring clacker themed murals. Will Milwaukee be his
next stop? Here's hoping!

SWITCHES, BUTTONS, AND LEVERS:
NEW BOOK BY JASON PUSKAR
EXPLORES THE EVOLUTION OF
EVERYDAY TECHNOLOGY A 0 and A conducted
by Tea Krulos with Professor Fason Puskar, author of the new book The
Switch: An On and OF History of Digital Humans.

FICTION: CARDIGANS AND THE GALAXIE
Andy Tyra, author and illustrator of Caverns Under Milwaukee,
gives us this delightfully warm story that takes place in his fantasy [t
world version of the Brew City.

ASK ANJA Sage advice from Anja Notanja Sieger for some-
one who seems to be having a‘ﬁ issue uﬁzﬁ the u{:deazjg o 27

20

QQ FUN PAGES Art Director Alicia ky created paper dolls
of our hygge cover characters. as well as a snow day idea list.
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Franklin K.R. Cline

Sean Enfield _ ) g . —
Ana Bozi¢evié

Jeanette Hurt THE W ORD??
Frenchie Renard = — o &
Kathryn Conrad
Christina Ward

Andy Tyra
. p Our word and then his i i
Anja. Notan_]a S:eger d and theme for this issue is
ny " i ¥ 1
hygge something we should all t
ART then "
3 to embrace in the HMidwest winter. Hygge
Nick Berg Sl ;
= (pronounced HOO=-GAH) is a Danish word to
Andy Tyra describe finding coziness and contentment.

COVER ART
The wrap-around cover is
by our art director Alicia

Krupsky, whose favorite

season is winter,

You're neve Qoa® 174 1
ALICIAKRUPSKYART.COM You're never too old for See? Winter's not all bad.
a snowball fight before dinner!

Hygge is wrapping up in a blanket with a
delicious, hot beverage and a good book.
It's a snowshoe adventure followed by a sit
in the sauna. It's cuddling up on the couch

with fresh popcorn and a movie marathon.



10 REASONS

WHY TOM HANKS SHOULD ATTEND

QWERTYFEST ‘24
BY MOLLY SNYDER / ILLUSTRATION BY NICK BERG

o BECAUSE HE DIGS CORRESPONDENCE. #HESGOTMAIL

WE HAVE AMAZING LOCALLY-MADE BOXES OF CHOCOLATE
IN MILWAUKEE. #MAMAALWAYSSAID

owmsom WOULD WANT IT THAT WAY.

MILWAUKEE HAS GREAT PARKS AND MUSEUMS ON LAKE
MICHIGAN THAT REALLY MAKE A #SPLASH.

@ cuz 17's conna BE #BIGE

BECAUSE WQODY EVER
HAVE A GREAT TIME?
#TOYSTORY

BECAUSE IT WILL BE A
BEAUTIFUL DAY IN THE
NE 1 GHBORHOCD!

HE LOVES TYPEWRITERS
S0 MUCH THAT HE REALLY
OTTO GO. #AMANNAMEDOTTO

MAYBE HE'D FIND HIS
OTHER RED SHOE.
HMANW | THONEREDSHOE

L fell in love with uncle Baby B5il
part because of his A key, but I also
couldn't get the image ot an all-nlack
arim Reaper typing on a tiny ali-white
of my head.

typewriter.out

HE MAY HAVE BEEN

o SLEEPLESS IN SEATTLE,
BUT HE'D BE WOKE IN
WISCONS N«

it just made sense.

As suwon as 1 saw ham,

Becky Franzel's latest novel is DEATH'S INTERN DERRICK.

More info at AWSHUCKSPUB.COM.




JSE IT CR LOSE IT

i cant speak

for the last chip in the bag
but id rather be crunched
than left alone

purposeless amongst no peer
stuck inside where my process
led me to wind up

destined for what 1 am not

in charge of it

no mind no soul

why not at the least

let something bigger than me
figure it out

for me

- Franklin K.R. Cline

Ode to Staying
After Ocean Vuong

holy, beautiful spark,

ease your thunder.

wake in a hazy parking lot,
drowned from too much joy—
or was it desperation?

some call this human,

but even saints resemble
clawse.

brother, name the april air,
neon suburban towns

& thelir sweet little trees.
remind us

when you scraped

for daylight

and found it

emptye.

don't be afraid

to be so radiant

that the bullets

think they've found

the skye.

= Kristen Tetzmann




Rapture

Comets will erase the sky into TV static,
jagged but silky trails reminding us below
we, too, can reach Neverland. We click

our heels, close our eyes, lick our lips,
prepare our bodies for the rapturous

ascent. Be it aliens, God, some benevolent
disembodied claw, we are convinced—

you in the pea=soup=green quilt
hand=stitched by your grandmomma,

the one thing you couldn't leave behind, and
me shivering in a baggy pair of khaki shorts.

We fix our eyes for the celestial shower

as we await the sky's unraveling.

We have been waiting since science class
when lrs. Tigert told us to watch the skies.
Like climbing vines bumped with brown
buds not=yet=awake, your fingers wrap
around mine. Suddenly, we are cold.

Shivers quake our bodies.

A hazy glow spreads over woody darkness.

Before the sky opens, your father calls you home.
His voice rattling the trees,

spring leaves reverse course to fall

while I scurry into the night, now convinced

a comet will flatten me into dirt.

= Sean Enfleld

Long

When I sent you that song

I wanted the chords and the beat

To stitch themselves into your heart
Like tiny painless

Little points of 1light

And when you walk around under the
Apple trees you would feel

How I feel for you right now

Under the apple trees

= Ana Bozicevié
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FRANKLIN K.R. CLINE is the author of So Wxar and TrE BraTLES' |
Szconp ALBUM, both available via V.A. Press. An enrolled member |
of the Cherokee Nation, his work has been featured in POETRY, |
FrxncE, and is forthcoming from Passaces NorTH. He is an educatori 2
in Kansas City, 110, where he lives with Six and Olivia. -
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KRISTEN TETZMANN (née Tetzlaff) is a poet and painter fromf

: Wisconsin. She received her BA in Art Therapy and Creative|

Writing from Mount Mary University. She is a first-year poetry E

candidate in the Northeast Ohio Master of I'ine Arts program.i

Her work has appeared in Bopca MacazINE, Furrow, RESPECT YOUR |

B MoTHER, and elsewhere. She knows how to say "watermelon" in |
twenty=-six languages.

b - - o m— s e

SEAN ENFIELD is an essayist, poet, gardener, bassist, and educator |
from Dallas, TX. His debut essay collection, Hory Amzrican BurNouT!, |
is forthcoming from Split/Lip Press in December 2023. He is a Pth
candidate at the University of Wisconsin-l{ilwaukee and received his
MIFA in Creative Writing from the University of Alaska-Xairbanks
where he served as the iditor-in=-Chief of PERMAFROST MAGAZINE. VoW, he
serves as an Assistant Nonfiction Editor at TErrAIN.ORG. His own work
has been published in Brack WArrIor REviEw, REED Macazine, HaypExn's |
FEerrY, WiTnEss Macazing, Tanoma LiTErAarY REVIEW, and T Ruxpus, among |
others. His essays have twice been listed as Notable in best American |
Tissays. He was the 2020 recipient of the Fourts GENrE's Steinberg|
IMemorial ssay Prize and was featured on WPR's ALL THiNgs CONSIDERED
as a finalist for their Three Minute Fiction contest. You can find his
work at SEANENFIELDeCOMe
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Axa Bozi¢evié grew up in Zadar, Croatia before coming to
New York. Her new book New Lire is out from Wave Looks.
IMore at WWWe.ANABOZICEVICeCOM

Poetry Marathon
| & Benefit

.

SAT & SUN |
Jan. 27 & 28, 2024
10 AM-10 PM
both days (ONLINE)

ql na k.
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local food writers for some recipe ideas. Thanks
of Frenchie’s Soups food stylist and recipe
Food: How Cults, Communes, and
V| NYL, CASS ETT ES, We make products with years of history
RESTORED IN

V7 7 v aE s w o am v we
ﬂlil:iﬂh]:u ﬁh le com R\ R 0 R BB e R R
p g po s o
P e — o 15% oft uour fivst order! N : ;,Q
: A N _ : -..
iy K& NS, ;}3 TR R PR O RV R VPR O
. | S\ = ¥/ A hot oven cooking away some delicious food
W % sure helps with the winter blues. QQ asked some
to our contributors -- JEANETTE HurT, author of
Wisconsin Cocktails: FRENCHIE RENARD, author
POSTERS - STICKERS - CARDS ™ i developer KatHRYN ConraD: and
: CHRisTINA. WARD, author of Holy
by
TYPEWRITERS, RETROSPEKT "%z, Religious Movements Influenced '
FILM CAMERAS, B What We Eat p
GAMING & MORE osintaining  wids seletcion of
— CAREFULLY e
MILWAUKEE, WI | RETROSPEKT.COM
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E friend in the food world than soup? Who
:Eg; 'soothes you when you are ill? Who refuses
R to leave you when you are impoverished
§' 3  and stretches its resources to give a hearty
NI sustenance and cheer? Who warms you in

the winter and cools you in the summer?
- Yet who also is capable of doing honor to
your richest table and impressing your
_most demanding guests? Soup does its
loyal best, no matter what undignified
conditions are imposed upon it. You don't |
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__mmh Martin aka “MissM. ners’

s,

homemade soup are fresh
ingredients and patience, really,
and the beauty in the homemade
is in taking a basic recipe and

anting to avoid the
widely hated, indulgent
story times usually

included in recipe websites and

7
2224
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“§§ Blogeiiianres intleatl ot satiire tweaking_i:t..to your p.e.r.sc:ngl taste
NI famous people talking about éf:;d pl:gfgre}r:cg-, For .mstance,
: soup and to make the recipes I_ Ll e e £5 T
Xy : : : Wl . different recipes for Chicken
NN accessible and inclusive of Tortilla S & f ¢
A di _ Ao T ortilla Soup as there are fans o
i |'etary restn.c-tu')ns and allergles,  that soup. Yet | know some are
R without Sa-‘:':'ﬁc'“-g the luxury of - 4damant about original recipes
:kg an outstanding homemade soup. and won't tolerate any weird
N |

" The hallmarks of an outstanding nonsense in their bowl. Much
S

NN 338 AN I AN SRS B SN

-

respect for originalists and for
them | will always recommend
the original soup (or sop), and
the earliest recorded recipe
(circa 14 th century): French
Onion.

While onions are native around
the globe and various cultures
have their own take on onion
soups, probably only the French

insist it be made with onions,

butter, and champagne. At
heart, this is peasant food,
shared among the poor in the
market of Les Halles in old
Paris and served at Grand-
Mere's house. The ingredients,
typically, are onions, beef stock,
day-old baguette slices, and a
lid of melted cheese.

Today, this standard of supper
clubs and soup du jour menus is
usually a little stoneware crock,
burbling over with scorched
cheese covering a fragrant
broth of seemingly endless
murky, buttery depth, the
slippery melted onions sliding
off your spoon as you raise it
greedily, blowing furiously in
the hopes of it not searing the
roof of your mouth.

Making it at home is much
less fussy than you may think
it is. That said, it does require
patience and some careful
shop‘ping | prefer a mix of

Sl

N N A TR NG S A R N TR

purple, or “Bermuda” onions and
yellow onions for caramelization
purposes, high quality beef stock,
day-old baguette, and a mix of
Gruyére and Emmentaler cheeses,
shredded, for the lid. After
achieving a nice caramelization of
the onions in my cast-iron pan, I'l
add them along with their “juices”
to a stock pot and throw in the
stock, minced garlic, a bouquet
garniof bay leaves, tarragon, sage,
and rosemary, and a glug of wine.
Bring it all to a boil, turn down
the heat to low and walk away
for about an hour. When ready to
serve, prepare stoneware crock
by placing a thick, lightly toasted
wheel of baguette slice into the
bowl and pour broth into the
crock. Pile shredded cheese on
top and broil just until cheese is
melted and slightly browned. Do
try not to burn off your finger
skin in the process: use potholders
and place the crocks on a baking
sheet. Serve with a simple salad
and a hearty glass of wine. Bon

Appetit! &
FrencHiE Renarp is the author of
FRENCHIE'S SOUPS.
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‘: ~ oohet, VEGETARIAN RED BEANS AND RICE(LY YOURS) ] .é?,v % Inspired by Tom Robbins' JITTERaUG PERFUME 'Q. £
by = : : R - S - a book so fun to read it feels like youre RN
LN —_— " P & i

:"‘- AR g o :3 JITTERBUG N getting away with something. “The beet is :!;
e TR the murderer returned to the scene of the -
2 i > BEETS crime. The beet is what happens when the ;\é
RS X
Ny £

A T cherry finishes with the carrot..The beet
NSNS ! \:‘ was Rasputin's favorite vegetable. You could
N e \'§
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Inspired by Louis ARMSTRONG who often
signed his correspondence "Red Beans & Ricely
Yours" - and favered a Remington 5 portable -
this is a vegetarian version of a NOLA classic.
Traditionally made with dried red beans, this
version builds in the convenience of canned
beans while still delivering on flavor.

R

Eres

/7
e

2 | tablespoons olive oil OVI- B P h
1| tablespoon butter Feap OR(;“;'QE pot over medf”"l-hi;h %2

& sals Celery' Chopped ' g 1 Preheat ovento ;575".

oD : ‘ [ 2 Wrap beets in foil and place on

e o baking sheet, Bake at 375° for 1 hour

or. © d 2 :
1| medium green bell pepper. CHORPE or until tender. Remove

. Sausape; A v ‘ i i
3 wgnnm-vcge:;n-ians.-ms..-as_.'.c1in1~~s-t‘hﬂr-'!“‘*L browned. Add tﬁe s F}E::l.:['( unEn‘ ; ; beets from oven: remove from foil
. T powder thr‘ough red Pices (oarliciys - and let cool. 1
1| teaspoon garhc powder sauté I minute. S n wptePPer'J and % : 3 Melt butter in a large skillet
T : > ater, i - i 2
3/4| teaspoon dried oregano the bottom of the pot mscrapmg over medium heat until it foams.
. Ka any browned bis Sk 00sen Add the shallots: cook, stirring, 2
teaspoon smoked papriks tomatoes, and bay-l fIr Bm beans, : ; tes or until butter is golden.
B bt eal. Bring t minutes o =
simmer: reduce heat S0l Stir in lemon, sage, and salt: cook 30

1/2 | teaspoon dry rubbed sage

to medium-low,

cover.and cook 30 i

o minutes, stj -conds. remove from heat.
< oc stirrm seconds,
teaspoon salt mir‘:zi::m:z”y. Uncover and cook ]g - s Cut beets into ¥~ wedges and t“b‘(eSPOOnsch
- 5. Rei ~ ,
easpoon ground black pepper to taste move from heat and salt ¥ ‘~ add to pani stir to coat, Salt to taste, reshj, PPed toast hazej
= . o L : ; S gt { 2 ! : dzeg
2 Sery top with toasted hazelnuts and a Y Crackey b N
round red pepper SRS ¢ over hot, coo ; P RN [ lac
1/4 |teaspoon g  with parsley, green on_ked rice, top sprinkle black pepper. Serve with | Svied] kpcpper
1on, and hot fresh lemon wedges. _ Ges

1/2 | cup water Sauce as desired.

ns, undrair ed [EEEG— " R -
Mbelbllit Y| [). 6 ¢ ps o YIELD: ABOUT 4 CUPS || 16

2 1015 oz) can dark kidney bez
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GONZO CRAB RANGOON CREPES
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Inspired by Hunter S. Thompson, father of Gonzo
journalism, who loved many things including excess, 8
typewriters (IBM Selectric in particular) and the

. first meal of the day. “.anybody with a terminally
" jangled lifestyle needs at least one psychic anchor
| every twenty-four hours, and mine is
breakfast. *
His list for a single sit down
" included Bloody Marys, cocaine,
eggs, meats, music, margaritas,

hges - pie, and “Rangoon crépes”. ”

S . hased T TR SO R T —"

as ﬁ']l;l\'i“'h'." P!“th\' e S N o

ot as? | with this 7€¢ ! QRN AR SWEET AND SOUR DRIZZLE:

ryes work we . - X Whisk together all ingredients in a small

cref o bowl until smooth. Loosely cover and heat in

a microwave on high for 30 seconds or un-

til slightly thickened. Remove from heat and {5

sel aside,

CREPES:

I Combine flour and salt in a bowl. Whisk

together milk and eggs: slowly whisk milk

mixture into flour mixture until smooth.

Whisk in melted butter. Cover and let stand

30 minutes.

2 Heat a lightly oiled 10-inch nonstick skillet

over medium heat. Measure a scant 1/4 cup

batter into center of pan and quickly tilt so

batter coats the bottom in a thin layer. Cook

until set and just beginning to crisp at the 5

edges, about IIV') mintites. T%;rn and cook for

20 seconds: transfer to a plate. Cover with

a paper towel. Repeat with remaining batter

to form 8 crepes, layering with paper towel

to prevent sticking. E
&

FILLING:

J 1 Stir together cream cheese, garlic powder,
TR 8% red pepper, and milk until smooth. Heat oil
o LING & inalarge skillet over medium-high heat. Add
« FILLL softened i white portion of green onions: sauté 2 min-
q utes or l:::ntil softened. Aclld spinaﬁhl. Cook,
1 owder stirring, 2 minutes or until spinach has just
1/2| teaspoon garhc P 7 N wilted: Add reserved cream L[,heese rTIile!’Ei
1/8 | teaspoon ground red peppe " reduce heat to medium- low and cook, stir-
S - ~. ring, until mixture is hot. Gently fold in crab:
/2! cupmilk I cook, stirring gently, 1 minute or until crab
: n olive oil is warm. Remove from heat and adjust with

1| teaspoon © d thinly sliced. salt to taste.
6| greenonions. trimmed and thinly : 8.Ti° af)semble. dOIfI'(IJiP one s}de ItlJf rificlrlfreijle
leep white and green portions separate with about Y cup filling and roll jellyroll style

h gr fokg.i into lﬁ_lrtersal fizT!lc wilt 1 chc)t and

: aby spinach. 1 our dauce (thin as desired with water), gar-

‘50z pkg:b ‘\:; lP p crabmeat. drained . nish with remaining sliced green onions, and
oz, fresh jumbo um oo '

. 6 cracked black pepper.
)
AN - S P
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1| 8oz pkg. cream cheese.

1

iR YIELD: 8 CREPES
e GPRE NN\

121 $5550 10 - $B3B11) ¢
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CHERRY TA

(FAIRVIE A, "
BY CHRISTINA WARD, C

S < NN~ .

his recipe is peak ; : 3

early seventies fake- [V Rt : %, cresm oheese
haute cuisine. They are [ Thep . ox, Hove _
neither tarts nor tortes. B¢ e e e o
While descended from IESIRESSEEN . oq:;:;xt'*i; el
traditional Viennese nut :
desserts, these are whol-
ly American in execu-
tion.

1"ben_ter. CEE i oup chopped muta -«
‘1 cup Brown Sugar tops Vaniila
| ._-_g:":y rilling you like, lémon, cherry, &tc.
Years after my grand- "8 -
mother Ward died, |
visited the semi-abandoned farmhouse where | spent the best days of my life.
The house was used by uncles, cousins, and friends as a bolthole during hunt-
ing season before it became a nuisance and had to be torn down. Farm folk
know that it's the land and not the house that holds the value. Much of the
house remained as it was the day she died, as if encased in aspic to slow the
eventual decay. | rooted around packing up odd items that flooded my brain
with happy memories: the homemade refrigerator magnets, incomplete cro-
chet and sewing projects, the saltbox that was supposed to have come over to
Salem, Massachusetts, with Capt. Miles Ward in the 1620s. (It's not that old,
early 1800s at best.) | also took her recipe box.

The box was filled with hand-written recipes exchanged among neighboring
farms and through letters sent to friends and relatives scattered across the
country. Some were typed onto a notecard. Those were the special recipes. The
good recipes. The ones that earned their place of honor and rendered into
type. not scrawled on the back of an envelope. | know where Gramma got this
recipe. It came from--Clara Swenson.,

Mrs. Swenson lived about a mile down the road. We'd walk there and sit in the
Swenson's kitchen while the ladies talked and smoked cigarettes with their coffee.
Mrs. Swenson was considered a Very Good Baker and while these particular
mini-pies were popularized by Kraft-branded cookbooks, Mrs, Swenson's version
is a little different. Note the crust isn't a pre-made, roll-out crust, but an actual

astry crust. The recipe is versatile. It has to be because isolated farm wives often
Kad to punt and find creative substitutes for missing ingredients. Any nut will do.
This particular recipe makes me smile as experienced bakers will recognize it for
what it is: an invocation, a suggestion, a map to a potential dessert. No nuts: use
fruit. Make a lemon curd. Make a pastry cream. Whatever, you'l figure it out. Just
make sure it pairs well with coffee and cigarettes. 3%
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‘Say your Right words,” Dress fancy and
join us for this Labyrinth themed event!

JANUARY 12 & 13. 2024
TURNER HALL BALLROOM

ILII.O*IIJI 1

Gee
GOBLIN KING 3|

MASQUERADE BALL

1 il O, 1 '
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Anchor Press, Paper & Print %%
Milwaukee based non-profit providing /

printmaking equipment for artists as well as
workshops, gallery and community
Hours T: 5-9PM | W: 11AM-8PM |
TH: 11AM-8PM | Friday 11AM-7PM

OPEN STUDIO NIGHTS:
Tuesdays 5:00PM - 9:00PM

CELESTE CONTRERAS
3TUDIO TLACUILO + LIBRARY

A collection of artists' books,
zines, prints and archives.
Workshops and book arts support.

Z

-

$25 For the Whole Night that means painter, writer, bookmaker.

\

@celestazuchitl.arte
www.celestecontreras.com
Make an appointment today!

Register for Workshops
www.anchorpresspaperandprint.org
DONATE TODAY!

262-496-0052

BOTH AP3 and Studio Tlacuilo + Library are located

inside The House of RAD, 900 E. Keefe Ave. Milwaukee, Wisconsin

4 Tlacuilo [tLA-kwee-low] is a Nahuatl word )

-

-

WRDSMTH STREET ARTIST DREAMS BIG
WITH INSPIRING TYPEWRITER MURAL

L.A.~based
artist Phil Brody =~ known for
his murals of typewriters and
uplifting messages - went by the
moniker "WRDSMTH."

For years, street

"After a while, I decided to stop
hiding my name because I believe
in what I do so there was no reason
to be anonymous," says Erody.

Brody, &a professional writer,
approached street art knowing
nothing about it. He just knew
he needed a break from spending
six to 10 hours a day in front of
a computer screen and wanted to
pursue a new hobby.

"I was always in awe of street art,
but never saw myself doing it,"
says Brody. "When I decided to
try visual art, I thought I'd make
something small and word=-based.
I immediately imagined a vintage
typewriter in my mind."

{ 8v MOLLY SNYDER AN

Through the internet and
practice, Brody taught himself
everything he needed to know
to create street art like spray
painting techniques and stencil
creation.

"I started falling in love with
the idea of very big, very bright
pieces of art," says Brody. "All I
want is for people to stop, think
and maybe put a smile on their
face."

Today, Brody has thousands of art
pleces and several hundred large=-
scale murals located all over the
world. Much of his work includes a
typewriter with positive messages
on a plece of paper like "Give it
your best every single day and
don't be hard on yourself come
nightfall" and "Aspire to inspire
others and the universe will take
note."
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"The funny part to me is I'm now
getting read every day, all over
the world. I'm living the writer's
dream as a street artist," he says.

Brody was born in Cleveland and
grew up in Chicago where he later
worked in advertising. "I was a
cliche: I was getting paid a lot but
I wasn't happy and it was eating me
up,” he says.

Thus, Brody decided to move to
California and work on creative
writing projects. His family
was 1initially perplexed by
his decision, but soon after he
published a novel and a short
film script and they stopped
questioning his career change.

But when BErody told them he was
going to be a full-time street
artist, they had concerns again.

"They thought I was going to end
up in prison," says Erody.

But, alas, Brody was not
incarcerated, instead he was
invigorated and says he's happier
than he's ever been.

"I'm enjoying the Jjourney now.
That's how I measure success these
days," he says. "When I'm old and
sitting on my porch someday I
won't think to myself, 'I really
shouldn't have chased my dream
when I was young.' You have to take
chances; dream big."

X1

Brody attributes part of his
success as a street artist to the
creation of Instagram, an image-
based soclial media platform that
is ideal for exposing his work.

"Instagram has helped us live in
a time when street art is finally
applauded," he says.

Brody currently has 113,000
followers on Instagram
(lNSTAGHAH-COM/URDBHTHj and
enjoys corresponding with page
followers.

"I love talking to people and
pondering what we're all doing to
make the most of our lives on this
big blue marble," he says.

QWERTYFEST MKE hopes to bring
Phil Brody to Milwaukee in the
summer of 2024 to participate in
the festival as well as create a
Milwaukee-specific typewriter
mural.
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Professor Jason Puskar of University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee has been a great
friend of QWERTYFEST MKE and QWERTY
Quarterly. He gave a presentation at QF
on the history of the QWERTY keyboard
and Christopher Latham Sholes, the
Milwaukeean who configured it. In our
last issue of QQ, Puskar analyzed a letter
typed by Sholes in 1869 on a typewriter
prototype and he’s been helpful in
brainstorming and making connections.

We're thrilled to talk with Puskar about
his new book, The Switch: An On and Off
History of Digital Humans, This fascinating
book delves into technology from
telegraphs to touchscreens — technology
we don't really think much about, but that
we use constantly in everyday life.

0Q: What started you on the path of
researching switches and buttons?

| think it was probably having kids, and
watching theirstrange attraction to switches
and buttons. They would have murdered
each other to be the first one to push
the elevator button, but when you think
about it, just pushing a button or flipping
a switch is not really a very interesting
activity. It's undramatic, and the same thing
happens every time. But it was clear that it
meant something important to kids, and |
wondered if it meant something important
to adults too. And | think it does.

When a child pushes the button to summon
an elevator, it's true that not much happens
right away, but they understand that
after a few seconds they have somehow
summoned a magic room that can transport
them to completely different places. Now

that's something! And if you think about children and what
they can do-well, they can't do much. They can't drive, cook,
they're uncoordinated, their drawings basically all suck (let's
be real here), and the few things they can do well, like destroy
stuff, we forbid them to do. And anything they try to do takes
huge effort too, so it's all very hard work for them, with very
low returns. Then suddenly here’s this magic room that they
can summon instantly, with no effort, and transport the whole
family elsewhere! What kid wouldn't want to experience
that little jolt of mastery and power? And in the long run, |
eventually thought, what adult wouldn't want that too.

QQ: The QWERTY layout happened so long ago- why
do we continue to use it in this digital age?

It's like the fourfoot tall front wheel on a fall Victorian
bike, except that in this case we're still using it. There are
undoubtedly better ways, but even though we figured that
out with bicycles we never quite did with keyboards. There’s
always a temptation to talk about keyboards in utilitarian
terms, as if we had no choice to use the most efficient option.
But why should that be the case? We don't do that with
fashion, after all. Why do men wear neck ties? It makes no
sense from any practical perspective, butwe do it because our
fathers did it, and their fathers did it, and their fathers did it. It
became part of our culture, so we keep transmitting it forward.
Orwomen's high heels are another example. This is the worst



possible shoe a person could imagine, but for some
reason we decided we liked them, so we keep using
them. Or wine glasses with tall stems. We'd be much
better off without them! | think QWERTY is really
part of this world of aesthetic expression, and not
really a utilitarian machine destined to find its most
efficient form. | love the irony that aesthetic forms
are the most changeable of all - they never have to
be any particular way - but like ties or wine glasses,
somehow the non-utilitarian nature of the form is
exactly what ensures that it stays.

QQ: Other than the QWERTY, what have you
found to be some major milestone key, lever,
switch developments?

It's hard to identify a first switch, but the Morse
telegraph key is close. But even before that there
were two really crucial sources that are something like
the great, great, great (and so on) grandparents of all
of our switches: gun triggers and musical keys. Gun
triggers—and crossbow triggers even before that-are
also binary, in that they release stored energy in an
all-or-nothing way, all at once, and with the touch of a
finger. Early organ keys dating back to classical Greece
are similar: they retrieve a pre-programmed musical
note from the full array of possible pitches, instantly
and with no groping for precisely the right pitch.

So guns and organs - these are the violent father
and artsy mother of many of the switches we know
today. And you canstill see the family resemblance. In
photography, we press a shutter button and "shoot"
a photograph, or “trigger” a flash, and many early
cameras were shaped like guns. The first wireless TV
remote control was shaped like a pistol, and you had
to aim and fire it at the set. The organ, on the other
hand, influenced the keyboards we use today, and
in fact most nineteenth-century writing machines
before the Type-Writer had some sort of musical
keyboard for an interface. As for other milestones,
electrification allowed for huge leaps in automation
and ease of operation. So did the virtual buttons that
started appearing on Graphical User Interfaces in the
1980s and 1990s. But mostly what impresses me is
the wide range of applications of switches throughout
the twentieth century, especially.

0Q: We think of technology development as
being good, but did you encounter cases where

that might be questionable?

A lot of it is really regrettable, actually. This book
is not a love story for the switch, I'm sorry to say,
though switching does have many beneficial
functions too. On balance, though, | think switches
fuel fantasies of mastery and domination in the

| people who use them, because they start to take

for granted the apparent extent of their own
power. | also think they're hyperindividualizing,
in that they make it seem like action is less an
interactive process involving lots of different
people and things, and more like a single result
coupled to a single person who compels it. So
in that way, switches are ideological or political,
because they shape our consciousness of how
people are, and how they should be. They're little
engines of individualist doctrine, by helping us
take our apparent but not actual independence for
granted. After all, we're dependent on switches to
feelindependent a lot of the time.

QQ: Can you tell us a takeaway you hope
people get from the book?

Our technologies act back upon us, shaping our
conceptions of ourselves so profoundly that they
even help define what it means to be human. For
example, lwearglasses, have amouth full of dental
fillings, and a knee held together by titanium
screws. Without these mechanical aids, | couldn't
read, wouldn't have many teeth for chewing, and
would struggle to get around on my own two feet.
But with them, | feel great, and as long as | forget
that I'm dependent on these mechanical helpers |
feel really independent, strong, and capable. My
point is that switches do something similar for us,
but even more invisibly than the prosthetics that
make me into an able-bodied human. They're like
mirrors that reflect back an image of ourselves at
twice our actual size. So even though we think
switches just sit there passively, waiting for our
touch, they're always acting back upon us too.

The Switch: An On and Off History of Digital
Humans was published in November 2023
by University of Minnesota Press, www.
upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/the-
switch

Cardigans and the Galaxie

Story and illustration by Andrew Tyra

We stared at the cobbler’s shop through the passenger’s side window.
The lights were on and the shopkeep was moving around inside wearing
a thickly knit cardigan sweater. The sign still read closed as it had for
months but there he was, sweeping the floor under fluorescent lights. In
fact, Aral’s Shoe Repair had been closed for nearly two years. I knew
because I looked on my route to and from work. Now there was smoke
coming from the rooftop flue.

I turned down the heat and tapped my foot on the floor mat
uncontrollably. Miguel handed me a Pica Fresa candy and unwrapped
one for himself. He seemed uncharacteristically calm. Delighted even.

“I drove past yesterday and he waved at me,” Miguel confessed.

“The cobbler?!”

“He came outside waving all wild and we talked for a long time.”

“I can’t believe you're just now telling me this. You could’ve told me
at The Gyro Stand.”

“David...”

“You could have texted me a million times!”

“You would come if I told you where we were going. Aral needed
some things and I wanted to help him.”

He paused and looked away.

“And his sister wants to talk to us.”

I feigned laughter as I brewed up a massive panic attack.

Miguel unbuckled his seatbelt and lifted a paper bag from the back
seat to his lap. It made a clinking sound like bottles tapping.

“It’s alright,” he said and opened the door to the cold.

He was already talking to the shopkeep, Aral, on the stoop by
the time I got out of the car. The vapor from their breath puffed
and faded.

“David! Come inside!” the sweatered shopkeep said when he saw me.
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Krupsky

List by Alicia

Day

Paper Dolls & Snow
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snowball fight

build competing snow forts
twilight marathon

read one of your many unread books
start a fight over a board game
malke snow angels

catch up on a favorite show
invent a new language
dungeons & dragons

cateh up on late homework
reward yourself with video games
create a box castle

teach your cat how to shake paws
bake sugar cookies

paint a painting (or a wall...)
take a hot bath

plot michevious schemes

put on your fr} vorite socks

do your laundry

charades

powerpoint party

surprise pillow fight

clean the fish tanlk
Jire up jackbox

make a snowman

work on your passion project
crochet some doilies

knit a scarf

embroider a sweater

cross-stitch profanities

organize your magic cards
Sinally learn how to play pokemon
update your calendar

live stream a dj set

steal stuff from your sibling on minecrafi
try a new makeup look

do a handstand against a wall

1 o 1 e o e o o e o i i

SNOW DAY IDEAS

paint your nails

f'h;:-'{q{’ the .s'trfurg.s' on w:u‘gnii:n*

start a living room dance party
draw a comic

make hot chocolate

watch a documentary

polish the rocks you collected
plan your summer festival list
takea nap

doyoga in the hallway

clean your shower

thumb wrestling tournament
sit under a sun lamp

cuddle with your dog

Silm a comedy sketch

meditate

call your representatives
play a few rounds of chess
update your devices

play some vinyls

fix the buttons on your coat

call your mother

hang up that artwork

send your friend a cursed meme
trim your beard

start a jam sesh

write a letter

have breakfast for dinner

give your partner a massage
howl at the moon

put on a face mask

pull a playful prank

call your friends and go sledding
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CHECK OUT THE
QWERTY QUARTERLY SHOP

* T-ghirts

* stickers

* Clackathon trading
cards

* QQ single issues &
subscriptions

etsy.com/shop/qwertyquarterly

SAVE THE DATE

QWERTYFEST MKE, JUNE 21=23, 2024
Friday, June 2I: Opening Night Gala at
Turner Hall Ballroom
Saturday, June 22: Presentations and
Workshops at Mitchell Street Arts
Sunday, June 23: Activities at Various Locations
QWERTYFEST.COM
Contact us for sponsorship opportunities:

quertyfestmke@gmail.com




