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Fired Up: The Pottery of Abe Cohn
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Faying tripute to a man wno taugnt, encouraged and Tlamea the creative spark of countless individuals was whnat blues musiclian and clay enthusiast
Steve Cohen had in mind when he shared his idea for an online exhibit about renowned Wisconsin potter, Abe Cohn h >teve's Collection of Abe
Cohn’s work and recollections of the iconic pottery mentor as a rinoabF nnint:ofharak fho'e frinnde and FAmilk moembere charad fheir m it
A e TR ANl e iections Ol e idl ™ JTery mentor as a |umping- DOINL, OtNer or ADe'S endas and 1amil = Dels Sllaladd el 2emaories
J
H-|'FI -_I.«- -'-l"-"\""rﬂ-'“--,_ﬁr:iﬂ.: mr
[ \_,-L' _p«._falf-\_;l_,-\_ I | LR
A o e s oy [l e R Y e 3 Thea Dedtbeeio Y - i e S 3 Fisi s

ATIET SErvIng In Wwll, ADe, a visionary and pioneer, opened NS TIrst studio | Milwaukee in 1953, The Potter’s Wheel, and married his wife Ginka in
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destination for potters and pottery fans alike. Following a fire in 1975, the Milwaukee branch of The Potter’s Wheel found a new hon an old
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ALONE TNe Wa e recelved several awards INCIUaing tne Louls Lo ort Tiffany Award (1958} and a Smithsonian Institute Purchase Award for its
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Annual Exhibition of Ceramic Art (1961). In 1964, Abe was granted the st one-man sho oy a craftsman at the ne lemorial Art Center in Milwaukee
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artists. A number of those people nrovided information and materials to make this online exhibit possible. | ould like to thank Steve Cohen
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Milwaukee), Robin Cohn, Tamar Cohn, Jon Cohn, Steve Cohen (Calitornia), Dick Woppert and Greg Miller for their contributions.
Curator, Jewish Museum Milwaukee
My Ti ith Abe Coh

was among the many potters who passed tnrougn the aoors of Abe’s two studios as 24 vears old and
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destroyed by fire shortly before the fire at The Potter’s Wheel. | had been buying some supplies from The
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ADE Was a quiet person, but he chose his words carefully and offered his critical Woppert. Image courtesy of Steve Cohen.
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opinion onl en he felt it was absolutely necessary. He had a wry an
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me pecome the person and the potier that | am togay
My time as one of Abe’s apprentices concluded when | and my future wife, Karen, traveled for a year. When we returnec
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s ..—;'.—..—
SIS,
rough the last 10 years, | have accumulated a couple dozen of Abe’s pots, mostly at estate sales and Goodwill stores. Abe's
OIS are among the very few things tnat | collect, and they are Important to me. This presentation of my small collection has
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develoomental time in myv life. | think of this oroject as an ooportunity to look back fondly at mv time with Abe
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Steve Cohen’s Collection

Abe’s Early Career, Friends, Family

A e pra o = e TR R R R o g R CRat o) B [7 FeirP e i e e e e e e e e e ' P g o o
ADe LONn grew up In ywalkesnag, the YoUungest o7 SiX orotners. ne |[oined tne art gl a young age, studied paintng | ArNS and at UW-Madlsc 1ere
he discovered his love of clay. This led to studios and ealleries in aukee and Door Coun = ~rriage o hic fe Ginka and a rewarding life filled
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L 1€ NIS decades-1ONg Career, ADe Created a prolrnc poady of creatlons. FUDLC and prvate collections thi DUZNOUT WISCONSIN and the countrny Include
his creations. His children have diverse collections of their father’s work. oroudly displavine manv pieces in their homes
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The Potter’s Wheel
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#FiredUpWithJMM

e know that there are many Abe Cohn pieces, experiences, and stories in the greater Wisconsin community and beyond, and we want to collect
those experiences! Share your story and any Abe Cohn pottery you have collected throughout the years with us via Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or by
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emailing us at programs@jewishmuseummilwaukee.org. Use the hashtag #FiredUpWithJMM so we can find your story on social media an
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Carol Vihon Hirsch (Evanston, IL
Roger and | enjoy Door County with its charming little stores, beautiful nature to drive through, the same
nn we like as well as the art galleries. Quite a while ago we found this piece of pottery at The Potter’s
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leel. | nen we tound out Abe was Jewisn. | did think | saw the spIrit or Judalsm In this plece o
nottery. Recently. after | found out our favorite Jewish Museum M ukee e b oo e s of his
pottery. necenthy, arer | TOuna OUtL our 1avorite Jewisn Museum h dUKee Was gasnowing c 5
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as a card from The Potter’s Wheel among those old business cards. | could not believe it.
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