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JEWISH MUSEUM MILWAUKEE EXPANDS PUBLIC REACH DURING
PANDEMIC SHUTDOWN WITH VIRTUAL EXHIBITS
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Even though the physical museum building is closed due to the statewide
shutdown, Jewish Museum Milwaukee (JMM) has been more active and reaching

more people than ever before.

While nonprofits across the country have had to make the difficult decision to furlough staff and attractions remain closed, MM
has ramped up its efforts to engage the public around topics of cultural and social importance, with programming that is more
important and relevant than ever.

“Our cultural institutions have the power to inspire, comfort and connect people in a way few others can,” said Patti Sherman-
Cisler, Jewish Museum Milwaukee executive director. “After taking some time to reflect, we decided that we could actively reach out
virtually and bring meaningful programs and topics that connect with the community during this unprecedented time.”

The Museum’s current feature exhibit, The Girl in the Diary: Searching for Rywka from the Lodz Ghetto, is available online as a free
virtual tour. The Girl in the Diary tells the story of one girl's experience in the Lodz Ghetto during Mazi occupation, sharing her
thoughts, loneliness, fears and challenges. The centerpiece of the exhibit is a diary found in the rubble of the Auschwitz-Birkenau
camp when it was liberated 75 years ago at the end of WWII. Local school groups have started visiting the exhibit through virtual
field trips, with a new program that includes a follow-up Q&A with MM education director, Ellie Gettinger.

A second exhibit was recently added to the Museum's offerings as an online-only experience. Fired Up: The Pottery of Abe Cohn
explores the work of the man who many consider to be the father of east coast Wisconsin ceramics. Collaborating with local
musician and clay enthusiast Steve Cohen along with Abe's children, and featuring pieces from their private collections, JMM
curator Molly Dubin explores the work, life and legacy of potter, artist and educator, Abe Cohn. The beloved instructor inspired
students of all ages. leaving indelible marks on Milwaukee and Door County.

In addition to online exhibits, MM is virtually exploring topics and revisiting objects from the collection in new and unique ways.
The team is offering Museum Moments every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at 2:00 p.m. via FacebookLive. The programming is
an ongoing storytelling effort following a weekly theme that builds over time. Upcoming topics include the Museum’s 12th
anniversary, visual arts, Jewish food and social action.

“Just because the objects in our collection aren’t with us, doesn't mean we can’t share them and continue to explore new ideas,”
said Sherman-Cisler. “Our Museum Moments have been an engaging way to bring our collection to life as we invite the community
to connect with us through social media.”

JMM has also connected with experts across the country and in Milwaukee to share their personal narratives and insights. The

Conversation Starters program features personalities including artist David Harper, caterer Amy Ferrante-Gollwitzer and gun
violence expert Anneliese Dickman. The Museum has a wealth of over 550 oral histories as part of its permanent collection. As part
of the initiative, these stories are being digitized and made available online via the JMM website.

"Having an authentic voice has never been more important,” said Sherman-Cisler. “Hearing personal, firsthand stories from a
variety of viewpoints is really resonating with people during this time.”

Ligzmannslade Ghetto, 4 March, 1944
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